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2006 has seen Victoriads Indigenous Asylum Seeker and Refugee communities take on
a new importance in social and political discourses and an increased prominence in
the media. The arrival of the West Papuans and the impending government attempts
to resurrect the pacipc solution; the disclosure of widespread domestic violence
in Indigenous communities have all highlighted the lack of positive coverage of
indigenous, asylum seeker and refugee communities.

It is therefore a great privilege and pleasure for EastWeb to be able to work closely
with these communities to develop positive projects that have widespread benept
for individuals involved and the community at large. These projects are indeed the
good news stories d yet they fail to make the front page.

Two particular projects that we have worked with this year include the Association of
Sudanese Women in the North, which is working to develop a sewing group and dance
troupe aimed at providing meaningful employment for Sudanese women recently
settled in Melbourne. Another group is the Kollin Dorr Menfs group which takes
Indigenous men 6bushd to foster stronger relationships between younger men and
the elders of the community. Both projects are positive examples of communities
developing solutions to their own issues, and seeking means of achieving their
goals.

As well as working hard to support communities in building their capacity, EastWeb
has also spent signipcant amount of energy building our own capacity ¢ by building a
corpus which now has over $200,000 under management; by building a strong board
with increased representation from our target communities; and by working to make
ourselves as accessible as possible to the groups we are looking to support.

In light of recent developments for the communities with which EastWeb is working,
the need for support for these communities is ever-growing. EastWeb is thrilled to
be able to offer our services d through grant-making, in-kind support and networking
to help dynamic and innovative projects get off the ground. It is exciting to continue
hearing about the ways in which Indigneous, asylum seeker and refugee communities
are achieving positive outcomes for their own communities ¢ and we look forward to
supporting those communities as they do so.

OUR OBJECTIVES

the EastWeb Fund aims to support, pnancially and in kind, projects based in victoria
that work for and with indigenous, asylum seeker and refugee communities to
combat disadvantage and create long term change in the areas of:

A health care

A education

A employment

A cultural heritage promotion and maintenance







